Return & Revival: Rebuilding the People
A Study of Nehemiah 8:1-12 . Taughtby Peter Fonwell | The Comersone Churéﬁr{//_;
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In 445 BC, Nehemiah organized construction teams
against severe opposition to rebuild the physical walls |
of Jerusalem. The city was made structurally secure. Jl
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A secure city with spiritually asleep people is
ultimately unprotected. The physical structure was
only the prerequisite for the true restoration.
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Demystifying Revival: -
A Dlagnostlc Matrix

| | The Myths (What 1t IS NOT) | The Marks (What it IS): #
- An event we can schedule R\ - Areturn to the fullness of the |
1 &  orplan. ” e N Christian faith and lifestyle.
1) - Extreme, weird, or loud | i - Returning to loving Jesus
l . spectacular behavior. W[ = e above all else.
i | - An exclusive state for elite N N & - A fresh commitment to follow |
. super-Christians. N T S ~ Jesus and his teachings.
' H - Manufactured through special _':'" | =1 -Realigning our lives after
| meetings or forced public | B | | drifting from wholehearted
_B%)  confessions. == = | devotion.
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 The Spiritual Rubble of 445BC A

. - The ]es returned to the Promised Land, but ’Ey returned
to a city of physical rubble and deep spiritual amnesia.

r
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Geographic Disconnect. - The Language Barrier. Liturgical Amnesia.
The returning generation had They no longer spoke Hebrew, They did not know their religion. 7
never lived in the Land. They had the language of their Scriptures. Most had never participated in
never seen Jerusalem or the They spoke Aramaic, the .~ templerituals, and the vast
Temple in their glory days. language of the Babylonian S . majority had never read the Bible. |
= Empire that had captured them. r,.,=;.._.'ﬂ_—m e e
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The Catalyst at the Water Gate
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They were hearing God's  J§

It brought a massive

The Gathering. The Reading. | The Response.
The Feast of Trumpets . Ezrareadsthe lawaloud | The people raise their 'l Word for the very first time. [}
(Leviticus 23). The assembly | for six unbroken hours. | hands, shout Amen, Amen!, |
7 includes men, women, and ' The congregation stands | kneel low, and worship with congregation to its knees.
~ ¢ allwho could listen with . In complete reverence. their faces to the ground.
understanding. |




The Architecture
of Preparation

Generation after generation, God sends
revivals to wake up sleepy Christians. We
cannot manufacture the fire, but we are
commanded to build the fireplace.

Apply. |

Transforming words on a page |§

ections in the heart. |
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Understand.

Bridging the gap between  §
| ancient text and present realit

Read & Hear.
Engaging the Scriptures with

high and reverent esteem.




Pillar 1: The Architecture

of Reverence

Authority /
Revelation

- Ezra’s raised platform was functional (acoustics)

but primarily theological. It visually placed God
and His Word above everything else, giving Him
the honor He deserves. We stand because this is
not an ordinary text; it is divine revelation.

Expert Marginalia
The Westminster Larger Catechism (Q. 157)

How is the Word of God to be read?

1. With high and reverent esteem;
persuaded it is the very Word of God.

2. With desire to know, believe, and obey.

3. With diligence and attention.

4. With meditation, application, self-denial,
and prayer.
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Pillar 2: Bridging the Gap of Understanding
Reading the Bible is not enough if
the meaning is obscured by __
| language, culture, or time. plar ST oy B o
' culture, or time. The Levites | ! Ll v ‘_ = jii.
}ranslated and ﬁxplah;celd the : mf:'—-'“ﬁj;;. = e e |
aw so the people could actually TN\ N f%ﬁ hat| i "%1? NV
comprehend it. |/N\E | ipms _alm gj’ ﬁ R ’f
This is why God calls and equips H < - e ==5 : iie HE A ke
preachers ] / %f - i jmal | om
to explain background, context, Hebrew Text & | | [5e8/& : P \
and theological connections. Divine Revelation |\ | |88/ e\am | 0 +1
X - SR l 'Tiﬁiﬁ*i 8 Aramaic |
AT T \{/ | s el Speakers |
BT . EaEs | [iE=®7 | | &Babylonian
oo [ = fa————— : %&-—-‘H ﬂlﬁl'--‘-i'li.. Worldview !.
o ; ] B 6] O [k e |
I The Sacred Anointing (Martyn Lloyd-Jones) | .- | |E
The Holy Spirit’s special empowering of a preacher... N ome
It is not merely eloquence, theological knowledge, o\ il |
| or careful preparation; it is God taking hold of the S\ i
BB || prepared preacher and making him an effective 2 v iy
8B | channel of divine truth... through whom hearers |
SR} sense the authority and presence of God. |
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Pillar 3: The Spectrum

of Application ! 1;
- Behavioral Change. l
Activation - Nehemiah 8:13-18 & 9:1-2. |
Curve - They celebrate the Feast of
. Shelters out of obedience,
< separate from foreign
ﬁgﬁ‘ggﬁlgg' influences, and formally

confess their sins. |
The Holy Spirit convicts the |

\ people of their drift. They weep Celebration.

Nehemiah 8:10-12.

Ezra commands them to eat,

drink, and share portions. Do
not grieve, because the joy of
the Lord is your strength.

and mourn upon hearing the law.
Godly sorrow is the entry point,
but not the destination.

Appllcatmn IS the hardest step Words ona page must become dlrectlnns In-our hearts :
(James 1:22-25), fighting against sinful nature, old habits, and spiritual opposition.
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The Cycle of ._

Spiritual

Rejoice.
Experiencing
the joy of the Lord
- as your strength.
(Generates 3

hunger to
Hear again).

Hear.

__' Gathering in reverence

. to receive God's Word.

i (Generates humility).

The Word 'Under'stand.

Preaching and

divine truth.
(Generates
conviction).

Rebu11ds the | study that clarify '
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The Divine Division of Labor

Our Preparation |
- We gather to pray and 20 W 2
hear the Word. /) o W

- We study, examine, and
meditate.

- We build the spiritual
infrastructure.

Takeaway: We cannot
|manufactllre1th?ﬁﬁﬂ
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God’s Revival
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- God sends the renewal.
- God changes the heart.
- God preserves His
people to
to advance His Gospel.

Takeaway:
‘We cannot force
God’s hand.

!
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The Blueprlnt for Cornerstone Church
How we prepare the way for the Lord today
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T Scale 1: Individual Foundation x
(. [ | Private Prayer: Praying daily, Lord, send a revival, and start with me.
| Personal Study Readmg the Scrlptures to seek God and dlI‘ECﬂ}T apply His Wnrd

\ Scale 2 Small Gruup Scaffoldmg

Group Intercession: Adding specific, recurring requests for revival to fall
dunng small gruup prayer times.

Scale 3 Cﬁngregatmnal Archltecture

|_| The Annual Bible Conference: A proposed gathering for 3-4 evenings of
powerful, anointed preaching to collectively seek the presence of God.




