
HINDUISM IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
Part 2 of THEY BELIEVE WHAT? 

The Cornerstone Youth Group. July 22, 2026.


THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
We believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.


We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.


He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary.


He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.


He descended to the dead.


On the third day, he rose again from the dead.


He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God.


He will come again to judge the living and the dead.


We believe in the Holy Spirit,


the one, holy, worldwide Church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.




HINDUISM IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
Part 1: A Brief History 

1. Hinduism is the oldest living religion - 2000-3000 BC.


2. It began with four collections of hymns and rituals - the Vedas.


3. It has no single founder, creed, or authoritative book.


4. There are 1.2 billion Hindus. 79% of Indians are Hindus.


Part 2: Scriptures and Core Beliefs 

1. The great epics, the Mahabharata (including the Bhagavad Gita) and 
Ramayana, shaped Hinduism.


2. Hindus are panentheists. They believe that Brahman is the ultimate, 
impersonal divine reality underlying all existence. Everything that 
exists is Brahman - all is one.


3. Hindus recognize 330 million gods or manifestations of Brahman. 
The three most important gods form the Trimurti: Brahma (creator), 
Vishnu (preserver), and Shiva (destroyer). They also recognize 
Ganesha (the elephant-headed god, remover of obstacles), Lakshmi 
(goddess of wealth), Krishna and Rama (avatars of Vishnu). 


4. Karma is the moral law of cause and effect. Good Karma elevates 
you in your next life.


5. Samsara is the endless cycle of birth, death, and rebirth 
(reincarnation).




6. Moksha is liberation from the cycle of samsara. This is the ultimate 
goal of Hinduism. It is achieved through three main paths:


- Jnana yoga — the path of knowledge and meditation


- Bhakti yoga — the path of devotion to a personal deity


- Karma yoga — the path of righteous action and duty


7. Dharma is duty and righteous living. Dharma depends on age, caste, 
and stage of life. Caste is the traditional social hierarchy - priests, 
warriors, merchants, servants, and untouchables.


Part 3: The Practices of Hinduism 

1. Puja (worship): Daily devotional rituals performed at home shrines or 
temples. Offerings of flowers, incense, food, and water are made to 
deity images (murtis).


2. Pilgrimage: Visiting sacred sites such as those on the Ganges River.


3. Festivals.


4. Yoga and meditation: Yoga (meaning "union") is a spiritual discipline 
in Hinduism aimed at union with Brahman.


5. Cow veneration: Cows are sacred in Hinduism.




Part 5: Comparing Hinduism And The Christian Faith 

Colossians 1:15-16, 21-22 (CSB) He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. 16 For everything was created by him, in heaven and 
on earth … 21 Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds as expressed 
in your evil actions. 22 But now he has reconciled you by his physical body 
through his death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before him

Topic Hinduism Christianity

God Impersonal Brahman; 
many gods

One personal, relational, Trinitarian 
God

Jesus One of Vishnu’s avatars God the Son and only Savior

Scripture Multiple texts; no single 
final authority The Bible

Humanity's 
Problem

Ignorance of our divine 
nature; trapped in samsara Rejecting and replacing God

Salvation
Self-achieved through 
karma, yoga, devotion, or 
knowledge - lifetimes

God’s gracious gift received  
through faith in Christ

Death Repeated reincarnation One life, death, resurrection, 
judgment, eternity

The Person Part of Brahman Image of God

Morality Relative; depends on 
caste/dharma; karma

Absolute moral standard from a 
personal, holy God
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