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Understanding the theology, sequence, and spiritual power of Baptism.
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The arrival of the promised Spirit
marks a new theological age.

Fifty days after the Last Supper, the risen Lord
Jesus poured out his Spirit on 120 disciples in
Jerusalem, fulfilling Old Testament prophecy.

+50 Days:
Pentecost

The Last Supper
& Crucifixion

“And it will be in the last days, says
God, that | will pour out my Spirit
on all people...” — Acts 2:16-17
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A singular outpouring
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The collision of divine truth
with human reality creates
piercing conviction.

Peter’s declaration of Christ as
the crucified Messiah shattered

the self-confidence of the
crowd. This painful, God-given

conviction forced an immediate, WH AT \ H 0 U LD
desperate response.

WE?’DO?
When they heard this, they were pierced to the '

heart and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
“Brothers, what should we do?” — Acts 2:37
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Three structural pillars define
the theology of baptism.

“Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." — Acts 2:38
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Pillar 1: A visible sign of repentance and
initiation into the faith.

When Peter commanded baptism, the crowd understood exactly what he
meant. It was an established, physical declaration of a spiritual shift.

Judaism

First-century Jews
regularly used
iImmersion baths
around the Temple as
a visible sign of repen-
tance and cleansing.

Gentile |
Conversion

Converts to Judaism
were physically
iImmersed in water as
a formal initiation rite
into the community.

John the

Baptist

John baptized people
In the Judean desert
specifically to prepare
them for the coming of
the Lord (Matthew 3).
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Genuine saving faith in Jesus inherently
leads to obedience to Jesus.

Baptism is not an optional extra. It is a direct mandate from Christ himself.
While saving faith is the invisible foundation, that faith must visibly manifest in
obedience to the Savior's instructions.

— 5 muli

Visible Obedience
(The Physical Act)

Genuine Saving Faith
(The Invisible Reality)

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit..."” — Matthew 28:19
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Pillar 2: Baptism is a subsequent
consequence, not an initiating cause.

Conviction of Sin

The God-given shattering of self-confidence.

Repentance
The critical turn away from sin.

Faith in Jesus
Committing to who He is and what He has done.

Forgiveness
Receiving grace from God.
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Repentance is the most important
directional shift of a human life.

" Faithin |
— Jesus Christ ——

| Ourselves
—— &Our Sins -

— Conviction
1 P e P | | (Piercedto |
the heart)

By being baptized “in the
name of Jesus,” we publicly

declare our new trajectory,
identifying with and
committing to Him.
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Clarifying the sequence: A response to salvation,
not a prerequisite.

English translations of Acts 2:38 (“for the forgiveness of sins”) can be ambiguous.
The theological sequence is clear: we receive forgiveness through faith, and
baptism follows because of that forgiveness.

FALSE: Baptism as a Cause TRUE: Baptism as a Consequence
Earnigggahxatiem/// Responding to salvation.
Initiating God's -#efgi\?ém Declaring God’s forgiveness.

. / n
Mﬁqumed%o-be saved. i;vzgt demonstrating we are
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Pillar 3: A physical sign binding human decision to divine promise.

It is easy to undervalue baptism as merely a ritual. Yet, it serves as the visible sign that joins our
decision (repentance/faith) to God's invisible reality (salvation/the Holy Spirit).

" =
+++++
- -

BAPTISM: God's Promise:
The Visible Forgive & Give
Sign. the Spirit

Our Decision:
Repent & Trust

= - - £l
---------
------

“Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” — Acts 2:21
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An enduring anchor of
assurance for our worst days.

When faith falters, God feels distant, and temptations pile on,
we can look back at a distinct, physical moment in time.

1anoibie assurance thatyou called on the Lorg
e Say
Ca
Yo,

_ ,,\Yz

_ Present-day struggles, N
Your Baptism doubts, and faltering faith ’?f 7;
~
Ai‘ (

The Past Assurance Timeline The Present
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Engaging the whole person:
Why this teaching matters to everyone.

Baptism is not just a theological concept; it is a holistic experience
that requires the engagement of our entire being.

COMMAND Engages the WILL The choice to step forward in

visible obedience.

CONSEQUENCE Engages the MIND Understanding the precise

order of grace and salvation.

Resting in the tangible,
COMFORT Engages the HEART psychological assurance of

God’s love.
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An urgent call to step away
from a corrupt generation.

Peter invoked language from Deuteronomy to describe

a generation stubborn, rebellious, and unfaithful to God.

His warning remains intensely relevant: ignoring
Jesus leaves us facing judgment.

The Corrupt Generation
(Rebellion & Unfaithfulness)

3,000 ;cop

took the new path that
day (Acts 2:41).

The Urgent Call
(Repent, Believe, Be Baptized)

With many other words, he
testified and strongly urged

them, saying, “Be saved from this
corrupt generation!” — Acts 2:40
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The visible anchor holds.

Whether you need to look back and remember the assurance of
the promises God made to you, or you need to step forward to
receive them for the first time... the call remains the same.

Repent. Believe. Be Baptized.




