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FATHER POWER
There is no way to overstate the influence of fathers - for good or ill.
« The late great evangelist Billy Graham said:

“A good father is one of the most unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and yet
one of the most valuable assets in our society.”

Today, we’ll explore the biblical model of godly fatherhood.
First, we’ll look carefully at 2 Timothy 1:1-2.

« Then, we’ll apply its principles to dads today.

2 TIMOTHY 1:1-2

2 Timothy is a letter from the apostle Paul to his close friend and coworker
Timothy.

Paul sent Timothy to sort out the mess in the church in Ephesus.
- Strong opposition sent Timothy into a state of fear and discouragement.
« So, Paul wrote to encourage and coach Timothy.
2 Timothy 1:1-2

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, for the sake of the promise of
life in Christ Jesus: 2 To Timothy, my dearly loved son. Grace, mercy, and
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

T https://billygrahamlibrary.org/10-quotes-from-billy-graham-on-fatherhood/



PERSPECTIVES ON PAUL AND TIMOTHY
1. PAUL WAS CHRIST’S REPRESENTATIVE - verse 1

- In Bible times, apostles were representatives or ambassadors given full
authority to speak on behalf of their sender.

Jesus appointed apostles.
« Men who represented him and carried his message to the world.

Mark 3:13-15 (CSB) Jesus went up the mountain and summoned those he
wanted, and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve, whom he also named
apostles, to be with him, to send them out to preach, 15 and to have authority to
drive out demons.

Paul was appointed an apostle about three years after the resurrection.

- Paul was God'’s “chosen instrument to take Jesus’s name to Gentiles, kings,
and Israelites” (Acts 9:15).

 In this letter to Timothy, Paul describes his apostolic mission: “for the sake
of the promise of life in Christ Jesus” (verse 1).

The promise of life is this:

2 Timothy 1:10 (CSB) This has now been made evident through the appearing of
our Savior Christ Jesus, who has abolished death and has brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel.

John 10:28 (CSB) | give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will
snatch them out of my hand.

John 11:25 (CSB) Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one
who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.

« Paul was a great man, but his message was even greater.



2. TIMOTHY WAS PAUL’S SPIRITUAL SON - verse 2

Paul mentored Timothy, who grew into a trusted missionary and a “dearly
loved son” - a spiritual son, not biological.

Paul wanted the best for Timothy, so he blessed him: “grace, mercy,
peace.”

Timothy became a mirror image of Paul - same character, message,
mission.

1 Corinthians 4:15b-17 (CSB) ... | became your father in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. 16 Therefore, | urge you to imitate me. 17 This is why | have sent
Timothy to you. He is my dearly loved and faithful child in the Lord. He will
remind you about my ways in Christ Jesus, just as | teach everywhere in every
church.

FOUR QUESTIONS FOR GODLY PARENTS

Based on what we learned about Paul and Timothy’s relationship:

1.

Do | belong to Jesus? Do you know for certain that you are in Christ
through faith?

Do | live as an ambassador of Jesus? Do your words and lifestyle
represent the will and ways of Christ? Are you a model for your kids to
follow?

Do | live on mission for Jesus? You are like a prophet in your home,
responsible for reading and teaching the Bible to your kids and pointing
them to the promise of life in Christ.

Do | love my children deeply? Do | want God’s very best for them? Do |
sacrifice myself for their good? Am | present and available to them?

God is not looking for perfect parents.

He is looking for parents who are present and on mission, pointing their
children to the only Perfect Father.



PERSPECTIVES ON FATHERHOOD

Nobody hands you a manual when you become a dad. You hold that baby for
the first time and think, Now what? The pressure is real — and so is the
temptation to measure yourself against impossibly perfect standards. Here's the
good news: God doesn't ask you to be perfect. He asks you to be present.

Joel Beeke, one of today's most respected pastors and authors, has written that
"children are not looking for perfect parents.”" What they are looking for is a dad
who loves God, loves them, and keeps showing up. As Beeke puts it, "Besides
the Bible, the way we live our faith from day to day is the most important book
our children will ever read” (https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/children-are-not-
looking-perfect-parents).

So what does biblical fatherhood actually look like? Beeke draws on a beautiful
framework rooted in Christ Himself: fathers are called to serve their families as
prophets, priests, and kings.

As a prophet, you bring God's Word into your home — through family worship,
reading Scripture together, and teaching your kids to love Jesus. As a priest, you
intercede for your family in prayer. Beeke asks pointedly: "If you do not pray for
your family, how can you say you fear the Lord?" And as a king, you lead not
with a heavy hand, but with sacrificial, Christlike love — protecting and guiding
those entrusted to you” (Beeke, How to Lead Your Family, 2025).

The best part? You don't do this in your own strength. Beeke reminds us that "it
is never too late to find grace and mercy from the great Prophet, Priest, and
King."

Dad, lean into that grace — and lead.
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