MARY, DID YOU KNOW?
Part 2 of ADVENT 2025. Luke 1:26-38.

Peter Foxwell. Cornerstone Church. December 7, 2025.

MARY IS A WINDOW ONTO JESUS

One way to keep Jesus at the center is to get to know his mother, Mary,
through the pages of the Bible.

« Whenever the Bible mentions Mary, it is in connection with Jesus. She is a
window onto Jesus. Mary is one of us, a model of faith under pressure.

MARK LOWRY'’S SONG: MARY DID YOU KNOW?

Lowry addressed several questions to Mary.

« How well did Mary understand what the archangel Gabriel told her? My
bottom line insight: Mary understood very little, but she humbly trusted
God anyway. She is a model of a faithful disciple. David Roseberry writes:

Mary was not a bystander to God’s plan; she was a willing participant. She is the
first disciple of Jesus—the one who believed before the miracles began, who
trusted before she could understand.?

Full disclosure: | used Roseberry’s chapter as a key resource for today’s
teaching.

The key to knowing what Mary knew is to keep two perspectives in mind:

« Mary’s first-century Jewish perspective. She was looking for an anointed
king - Messiah - to deliver or save them from Roman oppression.

« Our 21s-century Christian perspective. We’re trusting in Jesus, the Messiah,
who delivers us from sin’s power and penalty.

1 Roseberry, David. The Advent of Christmas: Mary’s Story, Her Heritage, and the
Miracle of Her Obedience (p. 9). (Function). Kindle Edition.



WHAT DID MARY KNOW?
1. Did You Know Your Baby Boy Would One Day Walk On Water?

Answer: No way.
« The archangel Gabriel told her that the child would be ...
Luke 1:32 (CSB) ... great and will be called the Son of the Most High...

What might Mary have concluded from the angel’s words?

Kings in the ancient world were called sons of god. Mary was expecting the
Messiah, a king who would be anointed by God and save Israel from
Roman oppression; a military and political leader who would reign forever

(2 Samuel 7), i.e., a son of god. Gabriel told her:

Luke 1:32-33 (CSB) The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.

2. Did you know that when you kiss your little baby, you've kissed

the face of God?

Answer: Absolutely not.

Gabriel told her:

Luke 1:35 (CSB) The angel replied to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to

be born will be called the Son of God.

« She heard the words, but did she understand the mystery of the
Incarnation, that her baby was God made flesh (John 1:1-2)? No! The Jews

recited the Shema daily, “Hear O Israel, the Lord is One.”

« The Christian doctrine of the Trinity and the Incarnation of God in Jesus

Christ is the most profound theological mystery.



3. Mary, did you know your baby boy would save our sons and
daughters?

Answer: Yes and no. It depends on what we mean by “save.”

- The angel told her that the boy’s name would be Jesus or Yeshua/Joshua,
which means “The Lord Saves.”

 Mary would have expected the Messiah to bring military and political
salvation from Roman oppression.

- BUT ... she would not have expected the Messiah to save from sin and
restore to God. Mary was a Jew; she relied on the Mosaic covenant and the
animal sacrifices described in Leviticus. She had no idea that her son
would die as the final atoning sacrifice for sins.2

Gabriel gave Joseph more insight:

Matthew 1:21 (CSB) She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.

5. Did you know your baby boy is heaven’s perfect Lamb?
No. Not yet.

And that was a great mercy. How could anyone cope with the horror of knowing
that Jesus would offer himself as the full and final atoning sacrifice?3

1 John 4:10 (CSB) Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. (See Revelation 5:9-10).

FAITH WHEN LIFE GETS MESSY

Mary is a model of faith and humility under pressure - Luke 1:38.

2 Genesis 3:15; Jeremiah 33:14-16; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7; Isaiah 53

3 Mark 10:45; John 1:29; Ephesians 5:2; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 2:2; 1 John
4:10; Revelation 5:9-10



SMALL GROUP GUIDE

Review

- Review Peter’s December 7th teaching and study guide. For more resources,
visit www.famousgod.com/small-groups.

- What were the main insights of Peter’s teaching?
- What questions do you have about the passage or Peter’s teaching?

Discuss

- How might remembering Jesus through Mary’s experience deepen your faith,
joy, and worship this Advent season?

- What do we learn from the fact that Mary’s understanding of Jesus grew over
time? How can gradual spiritual understanding be a normal and healthy part of
our discipleship journey?

- Mary faced misunderstanding, scandal, and social shame. God’s grace often
looks “messy” in our lives, too. How are you able to surrender to God’s plans?

« Which modern “faith declaration” from the youth group study resonates most
with you—and why?

Prayer Focus

- Pray for more grace to trust God in the messiness of life, despite not knowing
or understanding everything that’s going on.

» Pray: “Come quickly, Lord Jesus.
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