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UNTARNISHED WORSHIP - FULL 
Part 3 of LOVE GOD, Exodus 20:4-6.


Peter Foxwell. The Cornerstone Church. October 31, 2021.


INTRODUCTION: LOTS TO SAY, LITTLE TIME TO SAY IT 

As I studied the second commandment this week, I grew more and more convinced 
that this is exactly the Word from God that we need to consider as a church family. I 
also realized that there is so much to say and so little time to say it. So, without using 
up time on an introduction, let's get right to it.


The second commandment is found in Exodus 20:4-6.


READ EXODUS 20:1-6. 

1 And God spoke all these words, saying,


2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.


3 “You shall have no other gods before me.


4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 


5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who hate me, 


6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.
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THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE FIRST AND SECOND 
COMMANDMENTS 

The first commandment tells us WHO to worship. Last week, we identified the who as 
the one true God who is revealed to us in his eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.


The second commandment tells us HOW to worship the one true God.


The passage teaches us one BIG IDEA and several principles. This is the worship God 
wants from us


THE BIG IDEA OF GOD-ORDAINED WORSHIP 

The big idea of the worship God wants from us is: 


WE MUST WORSHIP BY THE BOOK 

According to verse 18, God spoke to the people out of thunder, lightning, 
smoke, and trumpet blast. The terrifying sights and sounds were meant to 
communicate that God is God and we are not. Therefore, when he speaks, we 
should listen. 


Verse 1 reminds us that God "spoke" all of the commandments. These are his 
very words, given for us to follow. 


Verses 4-6 contain God's blueprint for worship. We know this because the 
language used in verse 5 is worship language: bow down, serve. Those words, 
when used in reference to God, are always synonymous with worship; for 
example Psalm 95:6; Exodus 3:12).


(Psalms 95:6) Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before 
the LORD, our Maker!


(Exodus 3:12) [God] said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for 
you, that I have sent you:when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 
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shall serve (ie., worship) God on this mountain.”


Who we worship and how we worship matters to God. 


Do you remember why God rescued Israel out of Egypt? It was to set them free 
from polytheism (the worship of false gods) so they would be free to worship the 
one true God. That's how much worship matters to God.


There's a right way and a wrong way to worship God and he wants us to know 
the difference. We don't have to guess, he's already told us. The big idea is this: 
WE MUST WORSHIP BY THE BOOK; that is, by God's instructions spoken to 
Israel at the mountain and written for us in the Bible. 


Since worship must be by the Book, we need to understand what the Book 
says. I've boiled it down to four worship practices. 


HOW TO WORSHIP BY THE BOOK 

1. DO NOT ADD IDEAS. 

Since God has already given us instructions for worship, we're not authorized to 
develop our own way of doing it. The Westminster Confession, written in 1646, 
addresses this in chapter 21:


But the acceptable way of worshipping the true God is instituted by Himself, 
and so limited by His own revealed will, that He may not be worshipped 
according to the imaginations and devices of men, or the suggestions of 
Satan, under any visible representation, or any other way not prescribed in 
the Holy Scripture.


We're not encouraged to be creative worshippers. God wants us to follow the 
Book. Moses explained this to the people of Israel:


(Deuteronomy 12:29-32) When the LORD your God cuts off before you the 
nations whom you go in to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell 
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in their land, 30 take care that you be not ensnared to follow them, after they 
have been destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire about their 
gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve their gods?—that I also may do 
the same.’ 31 You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way, for every 
abominable thing that the LORD hates they have done for their gods, for they 
even burn their sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods.


32 “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You shall not 
add to it or take from it.


If it can't be supported from the Bible, we must stop doing it. Otherwise, 
according to Moses, we'll end up adopting the culture's ideas on worship, which 
tend to be godless and demonic.


There is a jarring example of unauthorized worship in Leviticus 10:


(Leviticus 10:1-3) Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his 
censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire 
before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out 
from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 
3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Among those 
who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be 
glorified.’” And Aaron held his peace.


That was smart on Aaron's part. He didn't argue with God.


It's a bad idea to get creative with worship. That's how we end up de-sanctifying 
God, diminishing his glory, and bringing him down to our level. When we act as 
if God's Word can be easily ignored or set aside, we end up in trouble. Sacred 
fire easily morphs into strange fire. 


There is a horrible example of "strange fire" in the first-century church in Corinth. 
Those folks had imported their worship from the pagan temples in the city. They 
were going into trances and shouting out weird stuff, such as Jesus be cursed, 
and claiming they were filled by the Spirit of God. Not quite. The Bible says:
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(1 Corinthians 12:3) Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking 
in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!”


In Colossians 2:20-23, the Bible calls this kind of error, "self-made religion". 


When we worship by the Book, God is manifest and lives are transformed. Even 
outsiders or unbelievers will experience God:


(1 Corinthians 14:25b) ... and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and 
declare that God is really among you."


2. DO NOT ADD IMAGES. 

The language of verses 4-5a is deliberately repetitive: carved image, any 
likeness. Then, heaven, earth, water. This command covers all the bases and the 
point is this: Using man-made images or visible representations to worship God, 
or to connect with God, or to get closer to God, is absolutely forbidden.


In Egypt, people believed that the statues of the gods contained the essence of 
their gods, so they worshipped by offering food to the statues as a way of 
connecting to their gods. God rescued his people from Egypt so they could 
worship by the Book, according to God's ideas not the ideas of the godless 
culture.


The most dramatic illustration of idol worship actually happened while Moses 
was on the mountain listening to God speak the commandments. Down below, 
the people were taking matters into their own hands. 


in Exodus 32, we read about the people demanding Aaron make gods for them. 
Yes, you can get the people out of Egypt, but it's much tougher to get Egypt out 
of the people. Aaron melted down the people's jewelry and fashioned it into a 
golden calf (verses 1-4a). Then the leaders declared:


(Exodus 32:4b) “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt!”
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Verse 8 tells us that the people worshiped and sacrificed to the calf. In their 
minds, the idol represented the "gods" who rescued them, and they probably 
believed that it connected them to the gods. Maybe they had good motives, 
maybe not. In any case, the consequences of using a statue to worship God 
were terrifying: three thousand men were executed.


When a Samaritan woman asked Jesus about worship, his answer echoed the 
second commandment:


(John 4:23-24) But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking 
such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.”


God is an invisible Spirit, so we don't use visible representations of God in 
worship. How could something we made ever come close to adequately 
representing God. It would misrepresent his awesome glory.


You might be asking, "Peter, we have a giant cross in front of our church 
building and we have a large cross on the wall here. Isn't that forbidden by the 
second commandment?" Some people think so. I don't. 


The crosses help us remember that Jesus Christ was crucified for our sins, in 
order to cleanse our guilt and bring us home to God. The crosses remind me to 
preach Christ crucified and not the wisdom of the world. 


The crosses are reminders. That's all they are. We don't use the cross as a way 
to worship God. We do not worship or venerate the cross. God doesn't live in 
the cross and we don't connect to God by touching or kissing or praying to the 
cross. There is no spiritual power in that piece of wood. It's a simple reminder of 
Christ crucified.


OK? Bottom line, the second commandment instructs us that we must not add 
visible images to worship. Honor him without using objects, icons, statues, or 
any other thing.
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3. DO NOT ADD "I." 

Verse 5 explains that God is a jealous God. That does not mean that he is 
insecure or selfish or narcissistic. Not at all. Jealous means that he is zealous for 
us to experience his glory because only that will satisfy the deepest longings in 
our hearts, thus filling us with joy. Jealous means that he wants the best for us, 
which is found in knowing him and cannot be found in pagan worship.


When "I" am at the center of worship, I end up worshipping myself and I miss 
out on experiencing the glory of God. When "I" am at the center of worship, I will 
inevitably make God in my image - a false godlet who gives me everything my 
sinful heart desires. 


Worship according to the Book has God at the center so that worshippers can 
experience the true God and drink deep from his glory, holiness, truth, 
goodness, love, and grace.


The apostle Paul corrected the polytheistic philosophers in Athens whose many 
gods were made by humans for humans as a way to satisfy themselves. Paul 
told them that the true God is so much more glorious and satisfying than their 
idol gods:


(Acts 17:24-25) The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.


(Acts 17:29) Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine 
being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of man.


Focusing on ourselves leads to missing out on God. 


I watched an interview with a British intellectual. He explained that he was not 
a Christian but he enjoyed sitting in high church Anglican worship services. 
He explained how much he loved the architecture, the smells, the colors, and 
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the music. My heart broke for this man. He was entertained, inspired even, 
but he never once met with God. He was in the restaurant so to speak, but he 
didn't eat the meal. What was the point?


Without God at the center, worship descends into mere entertainment without 
spiritual power. That's what too many churches have settled for. They figure out 
what unchurched, unbelieving, ungodly people want and they give it to them.  
They imitate the entertainment of the godless culture. If entertainment can 
satisfy the deepest needs of our lives, then what do we need God for?


There are four massive problems with that approach to worship: 1) it is not 
worship by the Book, 2) it does not accurately represent the invisible, but 
glorious, splendor of God, 3) it does not please God, and 4) it does not do the 
work of God since it cannot produce spiritual awakening and saving faith. The 
prophet Jeremiah said it's like drinking sand from an empty cistern. Might want 
to rethink that strategy.


Jeremiah 2:12-13 (ESV) Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be 
utterly desolate, declares the LORD, 13 for my people have committed two 
evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out 
cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.


God loves us so much, that he is jealous for us to know him and to find life and 
hope and help in him. Make God the center of your worship and you won't be 
disappointed. You will meet him and you will experience his glory. Then the 
words of Psalm 84 will make sense: 


Psalms 84:1-2 (ESV) How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 2 
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and flesh sing 
for joy to the living God.
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4. ADD THE IMPLICATIONS. 

Worship has real-world consequences and they can be very serious indeed. 
Look at Exodus 20:5-6:


(Exodus 20:5-6) You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 


The passage describes three consequences that flow from our worship:


• When we worship by the Book, God shows us his steadfast love; that's 
talking about his covenant loyalty, and all the blessings he promises in the 
covenant. 


• When we don't worship by the Book, God visits our iniquity. That's a strange 
phrase, right? Iniquity is a synonym for sin or guilt. When God visits sin, it is 
for judgment. We've read examples of that already today.


• Our kids will imitate our lives and our worship, either for their own good or 
their own destruction. The passage is not saying that kids are blessed 
because of their parents' love and obedience, nor that they are punished 
because of their parents' idolatry (see Ezekiel 18:20). No, what it is saying is 
how we live and worship gets passed down to our kids and grandkids. Our 
lives set the pattern for our descendants' lives, generation after generation, 
until someone disrupts the pattern.


Worship isn't neutral. It's not a free for all. We must get it right because if we 
don't the implications are seriously bad. But if we do get it right, the results can 
be seriously good for a thousand generations as our kids and grandkids and on 
down follow our godly patterns and practices of worship.
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CONCLUSION: A NEW REFORMATION 

THE REFORMATION AND WORSHIP


Today is Reformation Sunday. The 16th century Reformation of the European 
Church was needed because, among a great many other problems, the 
medieval church did not worship by the Book. They had added all kinds of 
rituals, traditions, and superstitions, including the use of forbidden visible 
objects, statues, and so in worship.


The Reformers insisted that worship must be by the Book. They wanted the 
Bible to have the final say on how we worship at home or in church. If an 
element of worship was not authorized by the Bible, it was dropped. 


Two of the reforms were very obvious: First, statues, icons, and even stained 
glass were removed from the church buildings. Then, the altar or Communion 
table was moved and the pulpit was put front and center to let everyone know 
that the Word of God is how we meet with God.


The Reformers believed that God reveals himself, not in icons and statues, but 
by the reading and preaching of the Word. That's certainly how it was in Exodus. 
The people could not see God, but they heard him speak. God speaks and we 
come to know, love, and obey him by hearing his Word. The Reformers 
concluded that the Word must have prime place in worship. 


WORSHIP BY THE BOOK 

What does worship by the Book look like today? 


Ironically, there is one icon that must be in the church for us worship and 
venerate. That icon is the Lord Jesus Christ himself. According to Colossians 
1:15, Jesus is the image of the invisible God. I'm not talking about a painting or 
statue of Jesus. I'm talking about Jesus himself, the living Word we meet in his 
written, sung, prayed, and preached Word. 


Every time we worship together or on our own, Jesus must be front and center.
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Worship by the Book is fundamentally God-centered and it shines a very bright 
light on Jesus Christ, our God and Savior.


Worship by the Book will be saturated with the Bible. We offer up praise to God 
in various ways as we sing, pray, and hear the Word. My aim every Sunday is 
this:  We will all meet with God and experience his glory as we speak, pray, sing, 
teach, and hear the Word of God. 


Worship by the Book results in a powerful encounter with God. It takes us out of 
ourselves and into the presence of the Lord who bring us life, hope, and joy.


REFORMATION TODAY 

Today, a new reformation is needed because, in too many cases, Christians do 
not worship by the Book. The results are devastating. There is a famine of the 
Word in church services. Prayers are minimized or gone altogether. Holy 
Communion is banished to the back of the room where you are welcome to help 
yourself as you leave. In many churches, the corporate gathering is similar to a 
rock concert with smoke machines and flashing lights and songs that the 
congregation cannot sing. Then, the preaching of the Word has been replaced 
by a self-help talk. It is, let's be honest, religious entertainment. And it has 
nothing of the Holy Spirit's power to save and sanctify us.


The corporate worship gatherings in too many churches do not glorify God and 
they do not form faithful followers of Jesus, disciples who are prepared to stand 
firm in their faith against the winds of the prevailing culture. Frankly, it is 
unauthorized worship and God hates it. We need a new reformation. 


I hope you notice how intentionally we plan our worship services. I pray that 
every time you join with us, you meet the living God, experience his grace and 
mercy, and you fall in love again with Jesus. When that happens, you grow a 
little more like Jesus, your faith grows a little stronger, and you are prepared to 
stand firm in the world you live in through the week.


Amen. 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WORSHIP CELEBRATION 
Sunday, October 31, 2021 

Contemporary Service
October 31, 2021

Length
in mins Audio/Visual Band Person Vocals

1:30 Welcome & Invocation- Peter

0:00 Prayer
Dakota

4:14 Glorious Day [ Default Arrangement in D: Dakota ]
Dakota

4:35 Praise Upon Praise [ Default Arrangement in C: dakota ]
Dakota

0:45 Pray & Dismiss Kids-Eve

3:00 Bible Reading Exodus 6:1-13, 26-30 -Janie

3:23 Chain Breaker [ Zach Williams in D ]
gabby

3:00 A.C.T.S. Prayer- Tim Carter

25:00 Teaching- Peter

0:00 Holy Holy Holy (Nicaea) [ Default Arrangement in A: Gabby ]
Gabby

1:30 Updates- Peter & Joey

0:30 Blessing- Peter

47:27

Rehearsal Times
Tuesday night rehearsal
10/26 7:00P

Audio/Visual
Audio
Gerald Giggs

camera
Ben Forrester

Band
Bass Guitar
Patrick Jahn

Drums
Al Perry

Electric Guitar
Nick Burgess

Piano
Eve Kinert

Violin
Trae McMaken

Band vocals
Alto
Gabby Precour

Tenor
Dakota Kinert

Worship Leader
Dakota Kinert

Bible Reader
Reader
Janie Alcock
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