HOW TO APPROACH OUR HOLY GOD
Part 11 of Foundations 260 - OT. Leviticus 8-9.
Peter Foxwell. The Cornerstone Church. April 19, 2026.

Dismiss the Middle School

THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION EVER ASKED

Artificial Intelligence is a breakthrough technology that is changing our
world. Business, manufacturing, education, research, war, physics, medicine,
you name it, it’s all changing.

Al apps work by the user inputting a “prompt,” a series of instructions or
questions for the Al to process. Prompting has become a whole industry in itself
because the better the prompt, the better the results.

Good questions lead to good answers.

Speaking of prompts: What is the most important question anyone could ever
ask? You know, what do we need to answer most urgently? What answer is
going to make the biggest difference in our lives? Is it:

How can | become a billionaire?
How can | live to 2007

e How can | cure cancer?

Those might be excellent questions, but they are not the most important. Here’s
what | promoted my Al:

You are a philosopher of religion at a university. You are not an adherent of any
particular religious system, but you ponder the deep questions of religion from a
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philosophical perspective. How would you answer my student's question: "How
can humans gain access to God?"

That’s the most important question anyone could ever ask: How can | access
God? Everything else pales in comparison to that.

What’s the answer? My Al gave a good answer from a philosophical
perspective, but the Bible offers a better one. We find it in Leviticus 8-9. We read
the chapters in last week’s Foundations 260 readings.

Leviticus 8-9 offers us three vital insights. If we want access to God, this is
what we need to know.

Let’s go. Let’s begin with some background ...
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SELECTED PASSAGES FROM LEVITICUS 8-9

Leviticus 1-7 contains instructions about sacrificial offerings.

Then, Chapter 8 describes the consecration of the priests to oversee the
sacrifices. The priests were mediators between God and his people. They were
set apart or holy to God, and the consecration ceremony did that.

Then, Chapter 9 describes the first offerings:

First, the sin offering atoned for sin.

Then, the burnt offering also atoned for sin.

Then, the priest blessed the people because the relationship with God had
been restored.

Finally, the Lord revealed his glory, and the people fell down in worship.

Let’s read some selected passages in Leviticus 8-9.

Leviticus 8

5 Moses said to them, “This is what the LORD has commanded to be done.”

6 Then Moses presented Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 7 He put
the tunic on Aaron, wrapped the sash around him, clothed him with the robe, and
put the ephod on him ...

22 Next, he presented the second ram, the ram of ordination, and Aaron and his
sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 23 Moses slaughtered it, took some of
its blood, and put it on Aaron’s right earlobe, on the thumb of his right hand, and on
the big toe of his right foot.
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30 Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood that was on
the altar and sprinkled them on Aaron and his garments, as well as on his sons and
their garments. In this way, he consecrated Aaron and his garments, as well as his
sons and their garments.

Leviticus 9

6 Moses said, “This is what the LORD commanded you to do, that the glory of the
LORD may appear to you.” 7 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Approach the altar and
sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt offering; make atonement for yourself and
the people. Sacrifice the people’s offering and make atonement for them, as the
LORD commanded.”

22 Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them. He came down
after sacrificing the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the fellowship offering. 23
Moses and Aaron then entered the tent of meeting. When they came out, they
blessed the people, and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24 Fire
came from the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the
altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell facedown.

What does Leviticus teach us about approaching God? Three insights:

Page 4 of 11



1. WE SHOULD APPROACH GOD ON HIS TERMS

One phrase occurs twelve times in Leviticus 8-9. The phrase is: “as the LORD

had commanded...” (or something very close to it). The phrase is found in 8:5,
8:9, 8:13, 8:17, 8:21, 8:29, 8:35-36; 9:6, 9:7, 9:10, and 9:21.

What'’s going on?

God decides how we gain access to him. Worship is by divine command, not
human creativity. It’s not about our sincerity, our ideas, our methods, or our
efforts. God says, "Approach me my way.”

God has to reveal the way, or we would never know it.

Why? Why does it have to be God’s way? Because ...
« God commanded a way for us to follow. That should be enough reason.

« God is holy in the sense that he is not one of us, not created, and not a super-
human. He is “other” or transcendent or beyond us; our brains aren’t big
enough to know him. So, there is no way for us to know how to approach him
unless he tells us how, and the priesthood tells us we need a mediator.

« We are independent, rebellious, self-centered sinners, so if it were left up to
us, we would either run from God or choose inappropriate ways to approach
him. That’s what happened in chapter 10:

Leviticus 10:1-2 (CSB) Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his own firepan,
put fire in it, placed incense on it, and presented unauthorized fire before the
LORD, which he had not commanded them to do. 2 Then fire came from the
LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Moses said to
Aaron, “This is what the LORD has spoken: I will demonstrate my holiness to
those who are near me ...
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2. WE SHOULD APPROACH GOD THROUGH A MEDIATOR

One thing is plain in Leviticus 8-9: The way to God was through the priests.
There was no direct access to God. We need an intermediary.

There were two main things that pointed to the need for a mediator:

- The High Priest wore an “ephod,” a long, blue vest. According to Exodus
28, there were twelve stones on the ephod, each bearing the name of one of
the twelve tribes of Israel (Ex. 28:15-29). This signified that the High Priest
offered sacrifices to God on behalf of the people, as their representative.

Leviticus 9:7 (CSB) Then Moses said to Aaron, “Approach the altar and sacrifice
your sin offering and your burnt offering; make atonement for yourself and the
people. Sacrifice the people’s offering and make atonement for them, as the LORD
commanded.”

* The High Priest went into the Tent of Meeting with Moses, but the people
stayed outside. Their contact with God was through the Priest.

Even today, even under the New Covenant, we should NOT come up with
our own roadmap to God. Access is only available through God’s designated
intermediary. We cannot access God directly.

And that brings us to the third insight ...
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3. WE SHOULD APPROACH GOD THROUGH THE BEST
MEDIATOR

The Levitical priesthood was temporary until the perfect priest arrived.
Why? Every High Priest under the Old Covenant was a sinner who needed to
make atonement for his own sins before he could offer a sacrifice for the
people’s sins.

That’s why chapter 8 describes the detailed process by which the priests
underwent ritual washing and presented a sin offering for themselves before
they could approach the Lord to offer sacrifices for the people. Blood, water,
and the death of an animal were tangible, visible reminders of their need for
cleansing.

+ So, the limitations of the priests were obvious. They were normal, mortal,
sinful people, just like us.

- And the limitations of the sacrifices were also obvious. They had an
expiration date; they had to be repeated day after day, year after year.

There has to be a better way to approach God. And there is. The New
Testament letter to the Hebrews tells us that Jesus is the best High Priest,
offering a superior sacrifice for sins, and providing better access to God. He is
the best mediator. Let’s review several sections in Hebrews to see this.

According to Hebrews ...

« God appointed Christ as our High Priest

Hebrews 5:5-6 (CSB )...Christ did not exalt himself to become a high priest, but
God, who said to him, “You are my Son; today | have become your Father” 6
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also, in another place, it says, "You are a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.”

« Christ is our eternal High Priest. He saves us permanently from all our sins
and all of God’s judgment.

Hebrews 7:23-25 (CSB) Now many have become Levitical priests, since they are
prevented by death from remaining in office. 24 But because Christ remains
forever, he holds his priesthood permanently. 25 Therefore, he is able to save
completely those who come to God through him (mediator), since he always
lives to intercede for them.

Christ continually appears before the Father on our behalf, presenting the
finished worth of his atoning sacrifice and praying for our ongoing
preservation and good. See also Romans 8:34 and 1 John 2:1.

e Christ is our sinless Priest.

Hebrews 7:26-27 (CSB) For this is the kind of high priest we need: holy,
innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.

« Christ offered our atoning sacrifice in heaven

Hebrews 8:1-2 (CSB) We have this kind of high priest, who sat down at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a minister of the sanctuary
and the true tabernacle that was set up by the Lord and not man.

Hebrews 9:24 (CSB) 24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with hands
(only a model of the true one) but into heaven itself, so that he might now appear
in the presence of God for us.

« Christ is our full and final atoning sacrifice.
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Hebrews 7:27 (CSB) He doesn’t need to offer sacrifices every day, as high priests
do — first for their own sins, then for those of the people. He did this once for all
time when he offered himself.

Hebrews 9:25-26 (CSB) 25 He did not do this to offer himself many times ... 26
But now he has appeared one time, at the end of the ages, for the removal of sin
by the sacrifice of himself.

« Christ’s sacrificial blood (his life) provided our eternal salvation.

Hebrews 5:9 (CSB) After Christ was perfected (through obedience to God), he
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him...

Hebrews 9:12 (CSB) 12 he entered the most holy place once for all time, not by
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, having obtained eternal
redemption.

Hebrews 10:12b-14 (CSB) But this man, after offering one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down at the right hand of God. 13 He is now waiting until his
enemies are made his footstool. 14 For by one offering he has perfected forever
those who are sanctified.

« Through Christ, we confidently and boldly draw near to God.

Hebrews 4:16 (CSB) ... let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.

Hebrews 10:19-22 (NLT) And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter
heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20 By his death, Jesus
opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place.
21 And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s house, 22 let us
go right into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our
guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and
our bodies have been washed with pure water.
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THANK GOD!

Thank God for providing us with a perfect, eternal Mediator in Jesus Christ.
Otherwise, we would be so far from God, and life would feel futile.

Jesus is the God-man whose person and work bridge the infinite gap between a
holy God and sinful humanity. He is what we need, and he is all we need as he
has made the way, opened the door, and invited us into the presence of God.

1 Timothy 2:5-6 (CSB) For there is one God and one mediator between God and
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, a testimony
at the proper time.

The Puritan theologian, Stephen Charnock (1628-1680), summed up our need
for Christ’s mediation:

"God, apart from Christ, is an angry, offended Sovereign. Unless we behold Him in
and through Christ, the Mediator, the terrors of His Majesty would overwhelm us.
We dare not approach the Father except in Christ because of our sins. We first
fasten our eyes upon Christ, then upon the Father. If Christ does not bear our guilt
and reconcile us unto God, we perish! Before any man can think to stand before the
face of God’s justice or be admitted to the secret chamber of God’s mercy or
partake of the riches of His grace, he must look to the Mediator, Christ Jesus.”

- Charnock, The Existence and Attributes of God

Jesus gives us wonderful access to God, without paralyzing fear, and with
confidence. Through Christ, we enter into God’s glory and goodness. We
experience his grace and love. We may stumble and fail in many ways, but
Jesus never fails on our behalf; through him, our access is secure forever.

God loves you enough to give you more than a vague, general invitation to draw
near. He gave you a person—his Son—to hold you by the hand and bring you
right into his presence. Why not take his hand right now?
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SMALL GROUP GUIDE

Review

- Review Peter’s April 19th teaching and study guide.

- What were the main insights of Peter’s teaching?

- What questions do you have about the passage or Peter’s teaching?
- What were the main applications or takeaways for your life?

Discuss

1. How has our culture’s “DIY spirituality” (choose your own path to God)
influenced the way you and people around you think about approaching God?

2. How does the story of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10 (offering “unauthorized
fire”) challenge our casual or experimental attitudes toward worship? What
would “unauthorized fire” look like in today’s American church context?

3. Hebrews says Jesus “always lives to intercede” for us. When you picture
Jesus praying for you and offering the atoning power of his sacrificial death in
heaven right now, how does that help you deal with your sin and shame?

4. Peter said, “Jesus is all we need” to approach God. Where are you subtly
adding other requirements—performance, emotions, spiritual track record—
before you feel you can really come near?

Prayer Focus

- 247: “Lord, please add daily to the Cornerstone those who are being saved.”

Pray that this sermon has a profound and lasting impact on our church.
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